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has become the symbol of pride. By psychologists pride
is usually denied the animals, because it is held to imply
self-consciousness, and that, save of the most rudimentary
kind, they probably have not. But this denial arises
from the current confusion of the emotions and the senti-
ments. The word " pride " is no doubt most properly
to be used as the name of one form of the self-regarding
sentiment, and such sentiment does imply a developed
self-consciousness such as no animal can be credited
with. Nevertheless, popular opinion is, I think, in the
right in attributing to the animals in their moments of
self-display the germ of the emotion that is the most
essential constituent of pride. It is this primary emotion
which may be called positive self-feeling or elation, and
which might well be called pride, if that word were not
required to denote the sentiment of pride. In the simple
form, in which it is expressed by the self-display of animals,
it does not necessarily imply self-consciousness.

Many children clearly exhibit this instinct of self-
display ; before they can walk or talk the impulse finds
its satisfaction in the admiring gaze and plaudits of the
family circle as each new acquirement is practised;l a
little later it is still more clearly expressed by the fre-
quently repeated command, " See me do this," or " Sec
how well I can do so-and-so " ; and for many a child
more than half the delight of riding on a pony, or of
wearing a new coat, consists in the satisfaction of this
instinct, and vanishes if there be no spectators* A little
later, with the growth of self-consciousness the instinct
may find'expression in the boasting and swaggering of
boys, the vanity of girls; while, with almost all of us,
it becomes the most important constituent of the self-
regarding sentiment and plays an all-important part
in the volitional control of conduct, in the way to be
discussed in a later chapter.

The situation that more particularly excites this
1 One of my boys, who learnt to walk when eighteen months old,
delighted in the applause that greeted his first steps, and, every time
that one of his many excursions across the room failed to evoke it,
he threw himself prone upon the floor with loud cries of anger and
displeasure.